
	  

	  

 

September, 2016 

Dear Elementary/Beginning Choir Director, 

 You are cordially invited to participate in a very special event, sponsored collaboratively by 
OCDA and OMEA. This is the 6th year for the Elementary/Intermediate Choir Festival, and the second 
collaboration between two major music education organizations in the state of Ohio. In addition to the 
east central event that has been growing over the past five years, we are excited to offer two new locations 
in the northeast and northwest regions of our state. 

You may choose to participate in one of three events: Bowling Green State University on 
Saturday, March 4th, Cleveland State University on Saturday, March 18th, or Jackson High School on 
Saturday, March 4th. 

Each choir will perform three pieces (or two, if you’d prefer) of repertoire of the conductor’s 
choosing, and prepare the piece “Ching a Ring Chaw” by Linda Spevacek, to be performed jointly.  
Clinicians for the day are still in the works, but I know we have Dr. Ann Usher of Akron University, 
director of the Cleveland Orchestra Children’s Chorus, and Dr. Marie Bucoy-Calavan from Akron 
University, artistic director of the Summit Choral Society. 

The choirs will be divided into groups depending upon the number of schools registered.  The 
choirs in each group, and their guests, will remain in the auditorium to watch, listen to and learn from one 
another.  While each choir performs their three prepared pieces, the clinicians will record the 
performances and make real time comments in the manner of district and state adjudicated events. 

Once the three pieces are completed, one of the clinicians will come to the stage for a ten-minute 
clinic with the choir.  The choir will then perform one of the pieces again with the clinician conducting, 
so that the students have the opportunity to implement some of the clinician’s suggestions.   

Once all choirs have performed and worked with the clinician, they will sing “Ching a Ring 
Chaw” together on the stage with one of the clinicians conducting.  Plaques will be presented to each 
choir and then students are free to go home.  Rehearsal time is built into the schedule for the combined 
piece. This event is a wonderful opportunity for students to see and hear the work of other ensembles their 
age. The total time commitment is around two and a half hours. 

If you are interested in participating in this exciting event, please complete and submit the enclosed 
registration form.  Participation fee is $50 per choir.  Checks must be made payable to OCDA.  
Registration forms and money should be postmarked no later than December 16, 2016.   
 



Submit to:   
Julie Strebler 

Coventry High School 
1135 Portage Lakes Drive 

Akron, OH 44319 
 
 
I hope that you will take time to consider participating in this festival which will be a most valuable and 
educational experience for students and directors alike.  Make your reservation today! 
 
 
 
All questions should be addressed to: 
 

 
Julie Strebler 

jstrebler@coventryschools.org 
(330) 554-4605 (cell) 

 
 

I look forward to hearing from you very soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Julie Strebler 

OCDA Elementary Choir Festival Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please print information clearly and as you would like it to appear in the program: 
 
Please indicate the event for which you are registering: 
 
_____BGSU, March 4th        _____CSU, March 18th            _____Jackson HS, March 4th 
 
Name of school:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of school district:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
School address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________	  
 
County:  _________________________________ OMEA District: _______ 
 
Currently a member of OMEA?   Yes     No  (circle one)  Currently a member of OCDA?      Yes      No  
 
Director’s name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Choir’s name:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accompanist’s name:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Principal’s name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Superintendent’s name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of students in choir:  ________      Grade level(s):  ________    
 
Auditioned?    Yes    No  (circle one) How many days per week does your choir rehearse: __________ 
 
How long is each rehearsal? _________  Number of students in school:  _________ 
   
Repertoire - Please list performance order and include full title with composer and/or arranger. 
 
1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
	  


